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Fitting Cities to the Future 

Washington's Year 2000 Plan calls for satellite cities on radial transportation corridors. 

Heston Starts Year 2000 Plan 
With this report on Reston, Va., 

ENR temporarily shifts the focus of its 
Fitting Cities series from the rebuilding 
of decaying central cities to a plan for 
controlling metropolitan expansion. 
Nearly all of the estimated 80 million 
Americans added to our population dur-
ing the next 20 years will live in the 
suburbs of our exploding metropolises. 
Reston illustrates vital planning princi-
ples for controlling the chaotic sprawled 
development that, for the past two dec-
ades, has consumed land with reckless 
abandon, created traffic jams and driven 
community service costs skyward. 

As part of the national capital's Year 
2000 Phin, endorsed by the late Presi¥ 
dent Kennedy in ovember, I 962, Res¥ 
ton is the first of 20 satellite cities proá 
posed to absorb the major part of the 
area\ soaring population, which is ex-
pected to rise 150% from its present 2 
million to 5 million in 2000 AD. The 

Year 2000 Plan calls for future develop¥ 
ment in a pattern of transportation cor-
ridors that would radiate from down-
town Washington (map). Along these 
transportation corridors would be rapid 
transit with tracks in freeway center 
strips or in their own rights-of-way. Satá 
ellite cities spaced along the corridors 
would permit the conservation of large 
wedges of open space, and thus preserve 
the recreational amenities of open coun-
tryside within re,1sonable distance of the 
region's 5 million inhabitants. 

If past trends continue, according to 
\1/ashington planners, the area's 
growth over the next 3 5 years could 
consume 1,700 square miles, four times 
the present metropolitan area. Unconá 
trolled sprawl would drive the boundary 
of the open countryside 30 miles from 
downtown vVashington, create crazy¥ 
quilt travel patterns, spread traffic con-
gestion, and increase the cost of trans-

portation and the other public services. 
Of more immediate significance than 

its role as a satellite city is Reston's role 
as a "new town" in the British tradi-
tion. The new-town concept comple-
ments the satellite-city concept, reduc-
ing the principles underlying the re-
gional plan to a more intimate, local 
scale. Some so-called new towns in the 
U. S. are little more than vast subdivi¥ 
sions, aggravating the sprawl they are 
supposed to control. But Reston illus-
trates all the essential features of a new 
town-the surrounding green belt, local 
industry, varied housing zoned for dif-
ferent densities-plus some recreational 
bonuses. 

Fortunately, Reston's roles as satel-
lite city and new town are largely inde-
pendent. Even if Washington fails to 
achieve its Year 2000 Plan, Reston can 
still stand as an example of good local 
planning. 












































































